Topography greatly contributes to colonization by the practical knowledge it provides of new countries with which our national commerce can establish relations; the services that it renders to new colonists are immense: whether it concerns the location of settlements, the use of water courses, or the building of roads. Future immigrants must arrive with sufficient topographic and geographic baggage to allow them to devote themselves either to commerce or to the exploitation of the natural riches of the country under the most advantageous conditions. MacQueen's view was typical, though, of the Eurocentric mind that unabashedly stated, "Till a European, however, ascertain all these points from occular demonstration, and with scientific precision, the public mind will not be satisfied on these important topics" (MacQueen 1826, 705). Unwilling to accept indigenous sources, European mapmakers showed areas unknown to them as blank spaces.
Even when areas were known to Europeans, the knowledge was often kept secret for strategic and commercial reasons (Kimble 1933; Harley 1988b The Cape Blanc incident was not an isolated case. European territorial claims along the West African coast were often weak and usually contested. France, Great Britain, Spain, and Germany disagreed over a number of areas around the Bight of Biafra, and each government used its own maps to claim disputed lands. "Depending on whether they are published in Paris, Madrid or Berlin, the maps show the same territory marked in different colors" (Maunoir 1886, 128).
Another map with lines and colors to promote empire building was published in 1890 by Georges Rolland with the imperious title "L'Afrique francaise: Ce qu'elle est-Ce qu'elle doit etre" (Fig. 5) . The purpose of the map was to show the strategic value of a trans-Saharan railroad, which was never constructed. However, many French imperialists envisioned the artery linking the French northern African colonies with the Sudan so that France could consolidate its claims to a vast African empire. The map is of interest because it anticipates more than reflects that empire (Harley 1988a, 282) . According to the map's legend, the dark-shaded area represents "French possessions, countries under our protectorate, and zones of influence: recognized or what must be considered to be acquired." The light-shaded area encompasses "regions that must be considered as entering into our sphere of influence."
The map promoted colonialism in various ways. First, to garner more support for colonial ventures, it depicted as French territory that France did not effectively control-for example, Samori's empire, which France claimed to be under its protection (Hargreaves 1963, 340) . Second, it implied that neighboring territories, the light-shaded area, would inevitably become part of the French empire. The message was that the opportunity to enlarge the empire by constructing the trans-Saharan railroad should not be lost. this point (Fig. 6) When delegates to the Berlin Conference drew lines on maps, they were exercising that authoritative power. Claiming territory with a stroke of a pen implied that maps possessed an authority which made such claims possible. Maps were used as both instruments and representations of imperial power in West Africa during the nineteenth century. Like other forms of colonial discourse, such as speeches, books, and sermons, maps promoted the appropriation of African space under the rhetoric of commerce and civilization. Maps facilitated conquest by their accuracy and selective content. The omission of African peoples and polities and the depiction of European settlements and place-names were central to empire building. More than a mere reflection of conquest, maps helped to produce empire by enabling and legitimating the process of colonization.
